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Prohibition of 
Mixed Marriages 

Act 1949
Whites and Blacks are not 
allowed to marry each other

Population 
Registration 

Act 1950

Creation of a national register in 
which everyone’s race was recorded 
as one of three categories: white, 
black (African) or coloured (Mixed 
descent). Classification was based 
on appearance, social acceptance & 
family history. 

Group Areas 
Act 1950

Created different residential and 
business areas for each race. Begun 
the forced resettlement of 9 million 
people for living in the “wrong” 
area such as Black Africans living in 
District 6 in Cape Town.

Land Acts 
1954 & 1955

Restricted non-white 
residence to specific 
areas, reinforcing minority 
white control over 80% of 
the land in the country. 

Bantu 
Authorities 

Act 1951

Created 10 Black 
African “homelands” 
where Black Africans 
were sent in their 
hundreds of thousands.

Bantu Homelands  
Citizenship 
Act 1970

Made every Black African a citizen 
of a “homeland” and therefore not a 
citizen of South Africa. 9 million people 
begun to need passports to get out of 
their homeland and into the rest of the 
country. 
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